Two New Diocesan Guides Now Available                                                      

Two diocesan documents, the Pastoral Guide for Christian Funerals and Preventive Health Proposals, are now available from the Diocesan Centre.
 
1. The new edition of the Pastoral Guide for Christian Funerals replaces two existing editions: an earlier English one published in 1993, and the more recent French one, published in 2003.
 
Both documents were updated, reorganized and tightened following a series of consultations. By regrouping them in one publication, both linguistic communities can now easily determine where the English and French rituals are similar or differ. 
 
These guides offer a summary of the main points contained in both rituals and describe practices which are specific to either community. They also deal questions such as the viewing of the deceased, the funeral liturgy, services offered during the liturgy and the committal.
 
2. The second document, Preventive Health Measures, was prepared at the suggestion of the provincial and federal governments following the threat of a pandemic flu or influenza.
 
In preparing this document, a diocesan ad hoc committee consulted provincial and federal authorities as well as a number of Canadian and American dioceses on measures suggested for dealing with a possible pandemic flu or influenza.
 
After reviewing a large number of documents, the committee chose to limit itself to what it deemed most important. This led to a three point chart which is introduced by a presentation outlining the objectives of the document and offering other sources that can be consulted on this question. The chart presents basic preventive health measures, those to be followed during a seasonal flu or influenza and those to be follow during a pandemic flu or influenza.
 
Provincial authorities normally determine when we are facing a seasonal flu or a pandemic of influenza. In the later case, government authorities will determine the severity of the influenza and the measures to be followed. The diocese for its part takes steps to maintain Sunday liturgies and other liturgies.
 
The final draft of this document was submitted to the provincial Department of Health.
 
All parishes have received copies of both guides that are now available on this web site by clicking on the heading services, then on communications and finally on documents.
