Steps taken to determine the future of the Cathedral

The Diocesan Economic Affairs Commission (DEAC) for the Archdiocese of Moncton has concluded that the future of the Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral depends on securing enough financing to carry out the recommendations from the firm Architects 4 and to guarantee its upkeep thereafter. The architectural firm estimated the cost of the needed repairs at 7 million dollars. 

While recognizing the cultural and heritage importance of the Cathedral as a symbol of the Acadian renaissance and realizing that the Cathedral is the episcopal seat for the Diocese, the DEAC is of the opinion that today’s reality of declining church attendance and revenues cannot be ignored. The Commission feels that neither the Diocese nor the cathedral parish are capable of financing such a project. This parish of 300 families has been in a deficit situation for quite some time.

The DEAC has asked the financial campaign specialists BNP Philanthropic Management Strategies to prepare a feasability study for a possible major financial campaign with the diocesan community, its institutions and the business sector. This report is due in three months. 

As well, the DEAC set up an ad hoc committee whose mandate is to consider all options including finding financing from the three levels of government and recommending different options for the use of the building. Because of the complexity of this issue, it is possible that this committee will not be able to submit its report until next Fall.

The DEAC feels that it will not be able to take a final decision on the future of the building until it receives the feasability report and the recommendations from the ad hoc committee.

In the meantime, the Diocese is financing with its own resources the feasability study as well as those items that require immediate attention. 

Some of the work is already completed, that is the installation of two new boilers and repairs to the five flat roofs. Next steps to be undertaken without delay include securing the electrical room where water has been detected and dealing with security measures. These measures deal with exit signs and panic bars on exterior doors.

The Diocese has already held discussions with representatives of the Downtown Development Corporation and the City of Moncton Preservation Heritage Board. It has also received numerous e-mails and telephone calls from people concerned about the future of the cathedral.

The Diocese is presently attempting to determine the number of churches it needs to serve its community. There are presently 16 churches in the greater Moncton area: 9 for the Francophone community, and 7 for the Anglophone community.

