Moncton Archdiocese in Mourning 

 
Maurice A. Léger

1939-2009

 
On January 30th, 2009, Father Maurice Alfred Léger passed away suddenly of a massive heart attack at Quito International Airport in Ecuador, South America. Oldest son of the late Alfred and Juliette (Cormier) Léger of Shediac, Father Maurice leaves to mourn his five brothers and sisters: Bernard  (Viola) of Shediac, Roberte of Indian Island, Joanne (Jean LeBlanc) of Moncton, Michel (Denise) and Georges (Jeanne-Mance) of Shediac and his eleven nephews and nieces: Danielle, Luc, Lise, Mathieu, Christian, Yves, Nicolas, Gabriel, Dominic, Julien and Madeleine.

Father Maurice was born in Moncton on January 24th, 1939, and was ordained priest in Shediac on June 8th, 1963. Before his death, he was moderator of the Providence Pastoral Unit which includes the parishes of Shediac, Grande-Digue, Scoudouc, Pointe-du-Chêne and the Saint-Philippe mission in the archdiocese of Moncton. During his 45 years of priesthood, he was parish priest or moderator in many parishes of South-Eastern New Brunswick, namely Barachois, Bouctouche, Cap-Pelé, Cocagne, Dorchester, Haute-Aboujagane, Moncton, Notre-Dame, Pointe-Sapin, Richibouctou, Sackville, Saint-Antoine and Shemogue. 

He was a founding and very active member of the diocesan committee Femmes en Église. Furthermore, he taught courses on the Church in Acadie and on major Christian religions in Canada at the Université de Moncton and at Mount Allison University. He was also responsible for the matrimonial tribunal in the diocese. 

Open to world, an enthusiastic collector and a passionate historian, Father Maurice worked ardently in the promotion of the Acadian culture and the safeguard of its heritage. He was a life time member of eight historical societies, founding member of the Société historique de la mer Rouge, President of the Société historique acadienne, Director of the Conseil acadien de coopération culturelle and Programme Director of the Société culturelle Sudacadie. 

Father Maurice also played a major role in the safeguard of Acadian historical buildings including the Église historique of Barachois, the Cormier-Village school, the maison Pascal Poirier, the Shediac train station and the Monument Lefebvre in Memramcook. In December 2008, he published a personal essay « Le Patrimoine religieux acadien ». 

He was also author of a book on the life of Father Edgar T. Leblanc of Barachois and co-author of the book  « Images of the Past – Shediac» and editor of the Cahiers de la Société historique acadienne between 1979 and 1984. At one point, he was a member of the executive board of the National Film Board of Canada (NFB).

Visitation for Father Maurice A. Leger will be held at Chartersville Funeral Home, in Dieppe, on Sunday, February 8, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and at the l'Assumption Cathedral, in Moncton, from 9:00 a.m. on Monday, February 9, until the funeral mass at 11:00 a.m. 

