Atlantic Catechetical Association Conference

The Atlantic Catechetical Association held their bi-annual conference from May 22nd to 24th this year in St. John’s, NL.  The theme of this year’s conference was Salt of the Earth … Light of the World and was facilitated by Anne Walsh, Director of Adult Faith for the archdiocese of St. John’s, NL and Fr. Bill Brennan, a priest of the diocese of Saint John, NB.  These two speakers, beyond being filled with a deep spirituality and keen ability to speak of the presence of God in their lives, are also Atlantic Canadians, living with the same realities that we are experiencing at this time in the Church in Atlantic Canada.  As Archbishop Martin Currie of St. John’s noted in his homily at Mass on Ascension Sunday, we don’t need to leave Atlantic Canada to find quality catechesis.  

 
It was through the sharing of their personal experiences that Fr. Bill and Anne brought home the realization that we find salt and light and are salt and life during the ordinary living out of our lives.  Anne reminded us that we catch ‘being salt’ from the ones who have gone before us.  She also reminded us that not every light that God sends to the world is for us – we need to be seekers of the light, and we need to reflect that light to others.  It is important to remember not just who we are, but whose we are.

Time was spent dialoguing about what draws people to Jesus, and we were invited to fall in love with this person who spoke with a different authority.  Fr. Bill reminded us that what Jesus preached in the synagogue he lived in his life.  He was a man who presented an image of God that was not full of theological language; he used examples of his time and culture, natural events of life and death with which his listeners would have been familiar and gave them new meaning.  Maybe, it was suggested, the miracles of healing the blind and deaf was more about bringing awareness to those who refused to see and hear.

The weekend of renewal and challenge ended with an opportunity to reflect on what changes we needed to make in our lives as we attempt to live this Gospel message.  As salt and light we are about building the kingdom – are there things or activities which we need to eliminate from our lives to find the space and time to be the salt and light we are called to be?

As catechists, we are about feeding the people of God, and encouraging the development of an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ for them.  Part of that needs to ensure that we feed ourselves, learn more about being effective in this ministry and open ourselves to the experience of God working in our lives, so that we may become salt of the earth and light of the world.  Catechetical conferences are not only a wonderful opportunity to provide that, but also a way to have conversations with others in this ministry, which is where another effective catechesis can take place.  We were grateful to be able to have 9 catechists from various parishes of this diocese present at that conference.  

Special thanks are extended to Archbishop Martin Currie and the archdiocese of St. John’s, particularly conference chair Noreen Yetman and her team, for hosting the bi-annual conference.  In a region of the country known for hospitality and welcome, the graciousness and warmth of committee members and the people of this archdiocese came as no great surprise, but it added much to an already faith-filled opportunity to gather and be nurtured and nourished as we continue the work of spreading the Good News.
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The group of 9 were the people who attended the conference from this diocese.  If you want to name them: First row: Carolyn O’Blenis (St. Bernard’s), Claudette Derdaele (Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity, Krista Fletcher (St. Bernard’s). Second row: Stephanie Beers (Our Lady of Hope), Karen LeBlanc (Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity), Ellen Bennett (Office of Faith Development), Nicole Robichaud (Our Lady of Hope), Andrew Wilson (St. Vincent’s), Pierrette LeBlanc-Robichaud (Queen of All Saints).
