A Reflection Day on Social Justice 
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About a hundred persons from the four New Brunswick dioceses took part in a day of reflection and awareness on social justice in Moncton, on Saturday, September 27th.
 
The facilitator of the day, Richard Fowler, who is presently executive director of Catholic Charities for the diocese of Stockton, California, focused on a document from the American bishops which summarizes in seven points the Church’s Social Justice policy. After having explained the development of the Church’s social doctrine since the first encyclical, Rerum Novarum, in 1891, up to the present day, the former United Methodist minister added that its coherence led him to become a Roman Catholic. For Mr. Fowler, this policy is based on the following principle: “Choose Life”. He said: “Anything that attacks life dishonours the Creator and poisons society”. 
 
After having spoken of the difficulties encountered in this ministry, he offered practical suggestions for the organization and functioning of the parish social justice committees, based on his more than thirty years of experience in the field.
 
He stated that all Christians must have a commitment to charity and social justice. Charity, something immediate and tem[image: image2.jpg]


porary , is exemplified in the parable of the Good Samaritan, while social justice calls for a change, a passing from slavery to liberation, as shown in the Exodus story.
 
A day earlier, Mr. Fowler had held a session for the diocesan clergy in the afternoon and an interfaith meeting at the Wesley Memorial Church in the evening.
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